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MANOR TOWNSHIP ORIGINATED AS A PROPRIETARY MANOR SURVEYED AND RESERVED FOR WILLIAM PENN IN 1719 CONSISTING OF 16,000 ACRES. THE BOUNDARIES OF THIS MANOR WERE THE SUSQUEHANNA AND CONESTOGA RIVERS TO THE WEST AND SOUTH RESPECTIVELY, AND A LINE EXTENDING EAST FROM JUST NORTH OF MODERN WASHINGTON BORO TOWARDS AND ENCOMPASSING MODERN MILLERSVILLE. THIS WAS ONE OF WHAT WOULD ULTIMATELY BE 44 MANORS THAT WILLIAM PENN AS PROPRIETOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH HAD RIGHT TO DESIGNATE AND GRANT AS OUTLINED IN THE PENNSYLVANIA ROYAL CHARTER, AND WAS USUALLY DONE FOR ECONOMIC INTERESTS TO BENEFIT PENN AND HIS FAMILY. PENN HAD SET ASIDE 3,000 ACRES OF THIS LAND WITH THE INTENT TO SETTLE A "NEW PHILADELPHIA" AT THE BLUE ROCK FERRY TO THE NORTH OF TURKEY HILL, A CROSSROADS OF OLD INDIAN PATHS AND A SIGNIFICANT GATEWAY TO THE WEST BEYOND THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER THOUGH THIS PROJECT WAS NEVER REALIZED. VARIOUS NATIVE TRIBES OF THE AREA COLLECTIVELY KNOWN AS THE CONESTOGA INDIANS WERE ALSO APPORTIONED LAND WITHIN THE MANOR BY WILLIAM PENN THAT WAS DESIGNATED AS "INDIAN TOWN". THE COLONISTS AND INDIANS LIVED AMONG EACH OTHER UNTIL THE ENTIRE POPULATION OF THE INDIAN TOWN WAS EXTERMINATED IN THE PAXTON BOYS MASSACRE OF 1763. THIS WAS A RETALIATION LED BY FRONTIER COLONISTS ENRAGED BY EARLIER ATTACKS FROM INDIANS, SUCH AS PONTIAC'S RAID, WHICH HAD OCCURRED EARLIER THAT YEAR. THE NAME OF INDIAN MARKER ROAD REFERS TO A MONUMENT AT THE HEAD OF THE ROAD THAT WAS ERECTED IN 1924 SIGNIFYING THE VICINITY OF THE FORMER INDIAN TOWN. WILLIAM PENN'S PROPERTY IN THIS AREA WAS INHERITED BY HIS SONS AND SUBDIVIDED AS MORE SETTLERS INHABITED THE AREA, MANY OF THEM MENNONITES FROM GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. ONCE PASSED TO WILLIAM PENN'S SONS, THE ORIGINAL PENN MANOR WAS FURTHER SUBDIVIDED TO ACCOMMODATE THE INFLUX OF SETTLERS AS THE FRONTIER CONTINUED TO MOVE FURTHER WEST.
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THE PARCEL OUT OF WHICH THE CURRENT PROPERTY "1263 INDIAN MARKER ROAD" WAS SUBDIVIDED WAS A 130-165 ACRE TRACT WARRANTED BY A CERTAIN JOHN MANNING ON OCTOBER 15, 1772. PER THE "BIOGRAPHICAL ANNALS OF LANCASTER COUNTY", JOHN MANNING WAS BORN IN 1737 IN LONDON, ENGLAND AND STARTED HIS LIFE AS AN APPRENTICE MERCHANT SAILOR. WHILE ON A VOYAGE AND DOCKED IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, MANNING'S CAPTAIN SOLD HIM AS AN INDENTURED SERVANT TO A MANOR TOWNSHIP FARMER. MANNING WORKED THERE UNTIL HE PAID OFF HIS INDENTURE, AND UPON RELEASE CHOSE TO REMAIN IN MANOR TOWNSHIP AND PURCHASED THE TRACT OF LAND PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED. THIS LAND WAS PASSED DOWN BY MANNING TO HIS SONS SAMUEL, JACOB, WILLIAM, THOMAS, GEORGE, AND JOSEPH PRIOR TO HIS DEATH IN 1817 AND WAS ALSO FURTHER SUBDIVIDED FOR SALE TO OTHER OWNERS. BY THE 1850'S THE CURRENT 10 ACRE PROPERTY HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED, THOUGH ITS CREATION IS NOT CAPTURED IN DOCUMENTED RECORDS. THE EARLIEST RECORDED OWNER OF THE SPECIFIC PROPERTY IS A CERTAIN PAUL ILLGES, UPON WHOSE DEATH INTESTATE THE PROPERTY WAS PUT UP FOR PUBLIC SALE BY THE COUNTY ORPHAN'S COURT. THE PROPERTY PASSED HANDS MULTIPLE TIMES WITHOUT OFFICIAL RECORD IN THE MONTHS FOLLOWING ILLGES' DEATH, BUT AS OF THE DEED DATED MARCH 23, 1864 THE CHAIN OF TITLE CAN BE TRACED TO THE CURRENT OWNERS. THE DESCRIPTION WITH METES AND BOUNDS OF THE PROPERTY "1263 INDIAN MARKER ROAD" AS RECORDED IN THE VARIOUS DEEDS IS AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A STONE IN THE MIDDLE OF A PUBLIC ROAD; THENCE BY THE MIDDLE OF SAID ROAD, NORTH 68 DEGREES 30 MINUTES EAST, 26.7 PERCHES TO A STONE; THENCE BY LAND NOW OR LATE OF CHRISTIAN S. FREY, NORTH 10 DEGREES 45 MINUTES WEST, 59.3 PERCHES TO A STONE; THENCE BY LAND NOW OR LATE OF JACOB DABLER, SOUTH 77 DEGREES WEST, 26.2 PERCHES TO A STONE; THENCE BY LAND NOW OR LATE OF THE NEFF ESTATE AND EZRA MANNING RESPECTIVELY SOUTH 10 DEGREES 45 MINUTES EAST, 63.08 PERCHES TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING. THE PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS CONSIST OF A 1850'S ERA TWO-STORY FARM HOUSE (LOG CONSTRUCTION, VARIOUS SINGLE STORY ADDITIONS), 1890'S ERA SWEITZER BARN (WOOD FRAME BANK BARN WITH PROJECTING FOREBAY AND ASYMMETRICAL GABLE), AND OTHER INCIDENTAL OUTBUILDINGS SUCH AS A CHICKEN COOP AND PUMP HOUSE. TODAY THE LAND IS NO LONGER IN USE AS A WORKING FARM, THOUGH ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS LEASE 6 ACRES OF THE FARMLAND FOR PRODUCTION OF CORN, SOYBEANS, AND TOBACCO. THE FARMS IN THE AREA WERE NOTED HISTORICALLY FOR THEIR TOBACCO CROPS. LOCATED DIRECTLY SOUTHWEST FROM THE AGRICULTURAL REGION KNOWN AS THE LANCASTER PLAIN, THE PREDOMINANTLY LIMESTONE BASED SOILS ARE HIGHLY FERTILE AND PRODUCTIVE. FROM THE LATTER HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY UP TO THE MID 20TH CENTURY, TOBACCO WAS THE PRIMARY COMMERCIAL CROP OF THE AREA FOR USE IN CIGARS.  THE BANK BARN ON THE PROPERTY WAS LIKELY USED FOR TOBACCO PROCESSING AS SUGGESTED BY THE OPERABLE HINGED VENTS THROUGHOUT THE EXTERIOR WALLS FOR AIR-CURING OF TOBACCO, THE MULTIPLE SECONDARY INTERMEDIATE RAIL MEMBERS IN THE UPPER LEVEL USED TO SUPPORT HANGING TOBACCO LATHS FOR AIR-CURING, THE FLOOR HATCH ACCESS STAIR FOR THE MOVEMENT OF CURED/DRIED TOBACCO BETWEEN THE UPPER LEVEL AND LOWER LEVEL DAMPENING ROOM, AND THE ABANDONED CHIMNEY (PRESUMABLY FROM A FORMER HEATING STOVE) IN THE LOWER LEVEL FOR USE WHILE STRIPPING CURED TOBACCO DURING WINTER. IN CLOSING, AS OF AUGUST 2023 A NEW FARM HOUSE HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED ON THE PROPERTY AND THE OLD HOUSE DEMOLISHED. ONE CHAPTER HAS CLOSED AND A NEW ONE HAS STARTED IN THE LIFE OF THIS FARM. IT IS MY HOPE THAT THIS SET OF DOCUMENTS, LOVINGLY CRAFTED OVER THE COURSE OF 4 YEARS BY MEANS OF RESEARCHING, SURVEYING, DRAFTING, AND COMPILING, WILL SERVE AS A FAITHFUL RECORD OF THE NUMEROUS CHAPTERS LEADING UP TO TODAY, AND ALSO BE A WORTHY TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO THROUGH THEIR DEVOTION HAVE MADE THIS FARM A SPECIAL PLACE FOR GENERATIONS OF FAMILY INTO POSTERITY. 
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